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President’s Message

Time is swiftly passing. Chances are that as you read this newsletter it is only about one
month until the 52nd Annual AlPHA Education Conference. If you have not registered for this
year’s conference I strongly encourage you to do so. Stacey Adams, Conference Chair, and her
committee have done an excellent job planning the conference. This year’s conference theme is
“Prevent – Promote – Protect, Partnering for Health and Preparedness.”  Be sure to make plans
to attend the Awards Luncheon on April 9 as the 2008 AlPHA Awards winners are announced and
the inaugural inductees into the newly formed AlPHA Hall of Fame are presented. There are two
general session speakers, two luncheon speakers and over 20 breakout sessions to attend.  The
agenda is packed with topics that cover the entire public health field. The conference will be held
at the DoubleTree in Birmingham. AlPHA has secured an excellent rate of $94/night at the Dou-
bleTree.  The number to call for registration is 205-933-9000.  Be sure to let them know you are
attending the AlPHA Conference in order to be given the $94/night rate.  A conference registra-
tion form is included in this newsletter, or you can register online at www.alphaassoc.org.  Ad-
ditional information regarding the conference is included in this newsletter. I look forward to
seeing each of you at the conference. We need your attendance and support in order for the con-
ference to be a success. 

As my term as President comes to an end I would like to express my sincere apprecia-
tion to each of you for your support during the past year. It has been a very rewarding year. I am
very grateful to this year’s board.  It has been a pleasure serving with a board that has a true heart
for Public Health and a vision for the future of AlPHA. We faced challenges and made difficult
choices. However, we also made some exciting decisions that will enhance the future of AlPHA.
It’s all about the attitude with which you approach situations. If you truly buy into the concept
of teamwork, together you can accomplish great things. Whether you want to admit it or accept
it, you are part of a team. Each and every team member is counted upon at all times to perform
his or her designated role. Like all successful organizations, what goes on behind the scenes is
what drives the Alabama Public Health Association. THANK YOU board for your dedication
and commitment!! THANK YOU members for your unwavering support of ALPHA.  You are a
very important part of the team. 

I recently read “The Power of Teamwork” written by Scott Beare and inspired by the
Blue Angels. This book once again reiterated the importance of teamwork to me. Every great ac-
complishment begins with a dream. Your dreams form your visions, your visions establish your
beliefs, and your beliefs determine the actions needed to accomplish your dream. Dream big! If
you dream it, you can do it! This same philosophy holds true for teams. When people come to-
gether as a team, share a dream, and focus on reaching their goals together, there’s a very good
chance they’ll accomplish what they set out to do. “Sacrificing individual gain for the team’s
greater good is the price of admission members must pay…and keep paying…to be on the team.”
In closing my final newsletter President’s message, I would like to leave you with this challenge.
Step into your role on the team, embrace it, and commit to it.  You have a purpose. Teams that
foster creative and optimistic thinking have the proper foundation in place for unlimited success.
Remember, “Attitude = Altitude.”     

Ricky Elliott 
2007-2008 President 
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he Forces of Change 
From the UAB School of Public Health T

As we enter an election season of generational importance, it is worth stepping back to consider two
forces that will play into our national policy options: first, the split between public health and medicine and
second, history itself.  If ignored these forces are sufficiently powerful to derail efforts to improve the health
and well being of the public.

The split between public health and medicine dates back to the beginning of the 20th century when the
scientific method led to unprecedented advances in our understanding of disease etiology.  Clinical medicine
promoted the health of the individual patient, leaving the health of the public to federal, state and local agen-
cies.  With the creation of schools of public health supported by the Rockefeller Foundation the unfortunate
dichotomy between public health and medicine was institutionalized and indeed encouraged with the almost
exponential growth of schools of public health in the late 20th century.  Effectively, the care of individual ill-
ness and disease took place on one side of the street; the care of population health and well being took place
on the other side.

The complex and challenging problems of individual and population health need solutions from both
sides of the street.  Dr. Michael McGinnis 1 at the Institute of Medicine recently highlighted a number of is-
sues that require close cooperation and collaboration between public health and medicine.  These include in-
novations in diagnostic and treatment technologies, bioterrorism, emerging infectious diseases, information
technology, genomics, healthcare costs, and social determinants of health.  Ignoring the interdependence of
these disciplines may well lead to massive investments in hollow promises.

The second force is history itself.  In 1958 Sir Geoffrey Vickers noted that "(h)istory sets the goals of
public health." 2 The same can be said for medicine.  We may desire to influence health and health care pol-
icy toward improving access to care or promoting healthy lifestyles or cleaning up the environment, but what
motivates us may be out of sync with other equally compelling recognized societal needs.  History teaches that
what makes imminent sense at one point in time, say during the run up to the presidential election, may not
remain a priority once the election dust settles.  We feel passionately about our goals, yet should also recog-
nize that "the history of public health might well be written as a record of successive redefining of the unac-
ceptable." 

Our challenge in meeting the health needs of individuals and populations depends upon the recogni-
tion that the schism between public health and medicine, and the force of history are critical parts of the pol-
icy calculus. "Healing the schism" 3 sharpens the focus for complex policy choices while clarifying the impacts
of history on what choices are possible. 

The generational opportunity for improving personal and population health in large measure rests with
understanding and embracing the forces that drive change. 

By MAX MICHAEL, M.D. 
DEAN, UAB SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

1 McGinnis JM, Can public health and medicine partner in the public interest? Health Affairs 25, 2006: 1044-1052.
2 Vickers G. What sets the goals of public health? NEJM 258; 1958: 589-596. 
3 White KL. Healing the schism: Epidemiology, medicine, and the public's health. Springer-Verlag, New York, 1991.
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Vice President 

Jenni Guerry - Ms. Guerry is a Public Health Senior Environmentalist serving on the PHA 9 Emergency Preparedness
Team. She has worked for the ADPH for five years and has been a member of AlPHA for two years. She currently
serves as the Corresponding Secretary on the Executive Board. 

Jamie Manning - Ms. Manning is a nurse with ADPH and currently serves as the All Kids Southern Region as man-
ager for the Bureau of Children's Health Insurance. She has worked for ADPH for seven years and has been a member
of AlPHA for seven years. She is the current chair the AlPHA Awards Committee. 

Recording Secretary

Niko Phillips - Ms. Phillips is a Tobacco Prevention & Control Coordinator for PHA 7. She has worked for the ADPH
for 16 years and has been a member of AlPHA for four years. She currently serves as the Recording Secretary on the
Executive Board. 

APHA Alternate Delegate 

Brenda Causey - Ms. Causey is currently the Social Work Director for Public Health Area VI. She has been an em-
ployee of the ADPH for 10 years and has been a member of AlPHA for 8 years. She is a past chair of the AlPHA Nom-
inating Committee. 

Suzanne Terrell - Ms. Terrell is a Public Health Social Worker II in Clarke County. She works with EPSDT programs
for children and adults as a case manager, Plan First Care coordination and E/D waiver clients. She has been employed
with the ADPH for seven years and has been a member of AlPHA for two years. 

Carolyn Hall - Ms. Hall is a Home Health Social Work Consultant supervising work services for subunits throughout
the state. She has been employed with the ADPH for 20 years and has been a member of AlPHA for four years. She cur-
rently serves as the AlPHA SHA Alternate Delegate. 

SHA Delegate 

Susan Bland - Ms. Bland is currently working in the Cardiovascular Health Branch of the ADPH Bureau of Health Pro-
motion and Chronic Disease. She has worked for the ADPH for 25 years and has been a member of AlPHA for 25
years. Ms. Bland is currently on the Executive Board serving her third year of a three-year term as the SHA Delegate. 

SHA Alternate Delegate 

Tonya Appleyard - Ms. Appleyard is the Director of the Emergency Preparedness Branch of the Office of Radiation
Control. She has worked for ADPH for 17 years and has been a member of AlPHA for one year. 

Michele Jones - Ms. Jones is the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Professional and Support Services. She directs ad-
ministrative duties for BPSS, Workforce Development Unit, and assists the BPSS Director in overall management of
the Bureau. She has worked for the ADPH for 15 years and has been a member of AlPHA for two years. She is the cur-
rent AlPHA alternate delegate to the APHA. 

David Turberville - Mr. Turberville is the Director of the Radioactive Materials Inspection Branch in the Office of Ra-
diation Control. He has worked for the ADPH for 17 1/2 years and has been a member of AlPHA for one year.
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April 8, 2008 
8:00-9:00 AM Registration
9:00-9:50 AM AlPHA Silent Auction opens
Presentation of Colors 
National Anthem 
Welcome 

Ricky Elliott, MPH, President 
Alabama Public Health Association 
Mayor of Birmingham 
The Honorable Larry Langford 
Southern Health Association 
Tammy Burke, President 

Opening Remarks 
Donald Williamson, MD 
State Health Officer 
Alabama Department of Public Health 
Max Michael, MD 
Dean, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
School of Public Health 

9:55-10:00 AM Introduction of Keynote Speaker- 
Thomas M. Miller, MD, MPH, Assistant State Health 
Officer for Personal and Community Health, Alabama 
Department of Public Health 

10:00-10:55 AM Keynote Address- 
Ed Partridge, MD 
Director, UAB Comprehensive Cancer Center 

10:55-11:15 AM Refreshment Break (exhibits open) 
11:15-12:15 PM Concurrent Sessions-Block A 

(see schedule) 

12:15-1:15 PM Luncheon 
1:30-2:30 PM Repeat Concurrent Sessions A 
2:45-3:45 PM AlPHA section meetings 

1) Leadership- Thresa Dix, MSN, RN, Chair 
Francine Mancuso Parker, EdD, MSN, Professor, 
Auburn University School of Nursing 
Learning Team Building Skills from Canadian Geese 

2) Community Advocacy-Kathryn Chapman, DrPA, Chair 
John Wible, JD, General Counsel, 
Alabama Department of Public Health 
Robin D. Rawls, MBA, Director, Communications 
and Health Promotion, Alabama Medicaid Agency 
Functional Health Literacy 

3) Community Partnerships- 
Kyle Reynold, BS, MS, EdD, Chair 
Joseph W. Davis, D. Min., President and CEO 

The National Black Church Family Council, Inc. 
Kyle Reynold, BS, MS, EdD, Director, 
Alabama Department of Public Health 
Faith-Based Partnerships 

4) Preventive Health-
Isaac Mwase, PhD, M Div, MBA, Chair 
Stuart Usdan, PhD, Associate Professor 
Department of Health Science, 
The University of Alabama 
Current Issues in Health Education 

3:45-4:15 PM Afternoon Break 
4:15-5:15 PM Concurrent Sessions-Block B 

(see schedule) 
6:00 PM Reception- 

UAB Lister Hill Library 
Alabama Museum of Health Sciences 
Sponsored by UAB SOPH 

DAY TWO April 9, 2008
7:00-8:00 AM E. Kenneth Aycock Breakfast 

Satellite Imaging in Health Areas- 
The Laboratory for Remote Sensing and Health, 
Sarah Parcak, PhD 

8:05-8:15 AM Convene and Vendor Presentation 
8:15-8:20 AM Introduction of Keynote Speaker- 

Annie Vosel, RN, MPA 

8:20-9:20 AM Keynote Address- 
“Matching Values and Real-World Challenges: 
Maintaining Our Personal Vision” 
James L. Sacco, MSW 
Emory University Regional Training Center 

9:30-10:30 AM Concurrent Sessions-Block C 
10:30-11:00 AM Break and Silent Auction closes 
11:05-12:05 PM Repeat Concurrent Sessions C 
12:05-12:30 PM Break 
12:30-3:00 PM Luncheon-Awards

AlPHA Business Meeting 
Closing Remarks 
Vendor Door Prizes 
Adjournment 

3:00 -3:30 PM 2008-2009 AlPHA Board Meeting 

4

P REVENT, PROMOTE, PROTECT: 
Partnering for Health and Preparedness 

The AlPHA 52nd Annual Meeting and Health Education 
Conference, April 8-9, Doubletree Hotel, Birmingham, Ala. 
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS-BLOCK A 
Each block will be presented twice; from 11:15 AM-12:15 PM
and again from 1:30 PM-2:30 PM 

1) Aviation Model of Teamwork-How it Applies to Healthcare-
Randy Johnson, PhD, Auburn University 

2) Conflict Resolution - Lisa Graham, MS 
Blankenship and Seay Consulting Group 

3) Implementation of the American Heart Association (AHA)
Search Your Heart: Moving from the Church to the Community 
through Partnership with Congregations for Public 
Health & the Magic City Stroke Prevention Project-
Shauntice Allen, MA 
Suparna Bagchi, MSPH, MSc 
Leslie Ware, BS; 
Theolishia Smith, MPH 

4) Prevention through Preparedness
-Andy Mullins, MPA, Director, Center for Emergency 
Preparedness, Alabama Department of Public Health- 
CEP Role; Role of ADPH Employees and EP Teams
-Alice B. Floyd, RN, BSN, Nurse Supervisor, 
Center for Emergency Preparedness, 
Alabama Department of Public Health-ESF8
-Michele B. Jones, MS, Deputy Director, 
Bureau of Professional and Support Services, 
Alabama Department of Public Health-ICS Overview

5) Food Recall, Timothy N. Hatch, MPA, REHS, 
Environmental Supervisor, Alabama Department of 
Public Health, Bureau of Environmental Services 

6) Public Health for the 21st Century-The Prepared Leader- 
Lou Rowitz, PhD, Professor and Deputy Director 
Center for Public Health Practice, School of Public Health,
University of Illinois at Chicago 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS- BLOCK B 
Each block will be presented once; from 4:15 PM-5:15 PM 

1) Protection through Response
-John L. Hankins, MBA, RN, State Nursing Director, 
Alabama Department of Public Health-
Shelter Role; Team Types
-Kelly M. Stevens, MS, Director of Planning & 
Liaison to Emergency Preparedness Coordinators, 
Alabama Department of Public Health-COOP
-Kirksey E. Whatley, MS, Director, 
Office of Radiation Control, 
Alabama Department of Public Health-Rad Teams 

2) ACDRS: Statewide Coverage without a
Statewide Staff
Richard Burleson, MBA, MPH Director, 
Alabama Child Death Review System 
Bureau of Family Health Services, 
Alabama Department of Public Health

3) Integrated Information Sharing Across Agencies and 
Client Focused Eligibility Assistance: The Camellia Tool 
Albert Jackson, Senior Project Manager 
Kathleen Sauer, Executive Director, Governor’s Task 
Force to Strengthen Alabama Families 

4) Public Health Certification 
James Jackson Barnette, PhD 
Department of Biostatistics, 
UAB School of Public Health 

5) DiSC Personality Profile
Anne Minton, The Minton Company 

6) UAB Research Highlights
David Allison, PhD, UAB Department of Biostatistics 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS-BLOCK C 
Each block will be presented twice; from 9:30 AM-10:30 AM
and again from 11:05 AM-12:05 PM 

1) “Psychological First Aid: What Every Public Health 
Professional Should Know” 
Josh Klapow, PhD 

2) “Health-Related Quality of Life and BMI in High School
Students in Rural Alabama” 
Charles D. Sands, IV, PhD, MEd 

3) “UAB and Congregations for Public Health: 
Partnerships for Community Health” 
Mary B. Evans, MA 
Theolishia Vaughn Smith, MPH, ATC 
Karen H. Saenz, PhD, MPH 

4) “Public Health and Radiological Dispersal 
Events: Lessons from Britain’s 2006 
Polonium 210 Incident” 
Norman Bolus, MPH, CNMT 
Lisa McCormick, MPH 

5) “Customer Service” 
Stace Bottiger, MBA 
Training Specialist II, State Personnel Department

6) “Viral Hepatitis-Prevention, Awareness, Treatment”
Moises Ilan Nevah, MD, UAB School of Medicine 

eserve your room today
The hotel website is www.birmingham.doubletree.com and the hotel telephone

number is 205-933-9000. The reduced cost AlPHA room rate is $94 plus tax per room. Please
inform the reservation agent that you are attending the Alabama Department of Public Health
Annual Conference. 

The Doubletree Hotel Birmingham is located at 808 South 20th Street at 8th Ave., conve-
niently located adjacent to the University of Alabama at Birmingham campus. A parking fee is
charged. The hotel is within walking distance of Five Points South, which features many of the
city's best restaurants. The hotel website features driving directions from your point of departure. 

R
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lPHA’s 52nd Annual Meeting 
and Health Education Conference

_________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday, April 8th and Wednesday, April 9th, 2008 • Doubletree Hotel, Birmingham, Ala. 

•  C O N F E R E N C E  R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M  •  

FIRST NAME  _____________________ LAST NAME ________________________________________
ORGANIZATION NAME ________________________________________________________________
ORGANIZATION STREET ADDRESS _____________________________________________________
CITY _____________________________________ STATE __________________ ZIP _______________

______ Conference Registration Fee ..........................................$ 160.00 
______ Student Registration Fee ................................................$ 80.00 
______ Additional Awards Luncheon Ticket ..............................$ 30.00 

Do you plan to attend the Aycock breakfast, 7:00-8:00 AM, April 9?    _____Yes   _____ No 

Conference rate for hotel - $94 per night 
(Must reserve by March 9, 2008) 

Doubletree Hotel: 205-933-9000 or 1-800-222-TREE 

Are you currently a member of AlPHA?    ____ Yes    ____ No 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
______ Check or money order made payable to AlPHA, Inc. 
Site Code/Cost Center Code _________________________ 

______________________________________________________
SUPERVISOR/ADMINISTRATOR 

MAIL COMPLETED REGISTRATION TO 
Alabama Public Health Association 
Ross Hudson, Treasurer • P. O. Box 1628 
Decatur, Alabama 35602 • Fax: (256) 353-4432 

Must be received by March 26, 2008 

FOR ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION CONTACT STACEY ADAMS, (334) 874-2550. 

The Alabama Department of Public Health is an approved provider of continuing nursing education by the
Alabama State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s
Commission on Accreditation. The Alabama Department of Public Health is also approved by the Alabama
Board of Nursing (ABN) to provide continuing education for nurses (ABN provider number expires on
December 5, 2010). Nurses must bring their license in order to receive continuing education credit. 

www.alphassoc.org 6

A

03572 AlPHA News :AlPHA News new  2/28/08  12:01 PM  Page 6




