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| would like to thank each of you
for the opportunity of serving as
your President of the Alabama
Public Health Association for
2011-2012. | am very excited and
looking forward to working with the
Board of Directors in moving the
organization forward and building
on the foundation that has been
laid by previous presidents and
boards. | feel very proud of my
membership in AIPHA and what
our organization brings to the
citizens of Alabama through our
underwriting of training events
and our scholarship programs.
Our organization is a leader in
bringing some of the best national
speakers into Alabama because of
our ability and willingness to serve
as an underwriter of statewide
conferences. | hope that we are
able to expand this opportunity
to serve our public by continuing
to seek out ways to grow our
conference business.

In addressing the need to expand
and support our current conference
business, the organization welcomed
Ms. Shelia Puckett into the role
of Association Executive effective
April 15, 2011. Many of you may
remember working with her at the
Alabama Department of Public
Health in her former position of State
Clerical Director. She is the contact
person for all conference-related
business and will be assisting board
members in fulfilling their roles
within the organization. | feel that
she will be a stabilizing influence on

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

the organization by being available
to work on projects and having the
ability and problem-solving skills
to address the myriad of constant
communication from national, state
and local sources.

My goals for this year are:

1. The development of an operating
budget for the organization. We
need to be able to identify our
sources of revenue and our annual
expenditures.  Most  members
may not realize the extent of our
conference underwriting business
and what benefits/problems that
presents. | hope by having a
“formal budget” the membership
will know more about the day-to-
day operation of the organization
and see how the funds are
allocated and spent. | hope that
future presidents and boards will
continue the practice of developing
a budget and presenting it to the
membership.

2. | would like to explore the
possibility of creating additional
scholarships for social workers
and environmentalists. | feel
that our organization’s mission of
being a leader in providing and
promoting health education in
Alabama requires us to invest in
our members and support their
professional development. In my
opinion, we need to nurture our
future public health leaders and
seek out ways to support their

continued on page 2



Message, continued from page 1
educational experiences.

3. | would like to develop a formal structure to
support the Vice-President in the responsibility of
developing, planning and bringing to fruition our
annual conference. In my opinion, the enormousness
of this endeavor is too much for one person. The
Vice-President needs to be supported by an official
“Conference Committee,” that can assist with the
many details involved in planning and producing a
successful conference. The utilization of the Section
Chairs in this role may be a good starting point. The
development of a formal structure for the annual
conference would ensure that the educational and
organizational needs of the membership are met.

In conclusion, | feel like this is one of the most

exciting times in American history. There are so
many changes taking place in public health at
the national, state and local level. As health care
professionals we have the opportunity to impact our
government as never before, if we choose to speak
up for those we serve. It is a difficult thing at times
to be the “lone voice” of reason in the room and try
to advocate for the needs of our communities across
Alabama. | encourage each of you as you make daily
decisions to improve public health.

Lastly, thank you for all you do to make a difference
in the health outcomes of the citizens of Alabama.

Ross Hudson
President

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION HOLDS MIDYEAR MEETING

By Jackie R. Holliday & Ricky L. Elliott

Ricky Elliott and Jackie Holliday were privileged to
represent the Alabama Public Health Association,
Inc., at the American Public Health Association
Midyear Conference June 23-25 in Chicago, lll. The
theme of the meeting was “Implementing Health Care
Reform, A Public Health Approach.” Approximately
1,000 public health professionals from around the
nation attended the conference. APHA leaders, such
as Georges Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP (Emeritus),
Executive Director, APHA, and Linda Rae Murray,
MD, MPH, President, APHA, were gracious hosts and
guided an outstanding meeting.

Keynote speakers included the Honorable Pat Quinn,
Governor, State of lllinois, who has been instrumental
in his support of successful public health efforts.
Jennifer Granholm, JD, Former Governor of Michigan
gave an outstanding address which was both very
entertaining and inspiring. Some of the breakout
topics included: “How does the Public Describe
Public Health?”, “Public Health and Quality Care,”
“Technology Implications of Health Reform,” “Fiscal
Implications of Health Reform,” “Seeking Common
Ground: Various Approaches to Improving Population
Health,” “Developing the Public Health Workforce,”
“Achieving Prevention and Wellness,” “Connecting
Public Health and Clinical Prevention,” “Engaging
Policy Makers and Other Leaders: How Public
Employees Can Advocate Effectively for Public
Health and Prevention,” “Legal Challenges to Health
Reform,” and the closing general session titled
“Where Do We Go From Here?” led by well-known
public health advocate, Lawrence Wallack, DrPH.

At the conclusion of the meeting, we were excited
to participate in a round table luncheon where we
were grouped with other affiliate representatives
and section leaders from our area of the nation.
We discussed the critical exchange of emerging
public health information between APHA and
affiliates. During these discussions, it was clear
that APHA is sincerely interested in feedback from
state organizations and is striving to ensure two-
way dialogue. It was interesting to talk with our
colleagues and discover that many of the challenges
and opportunities that we have in Alabama are not
unlike those experienced by other public health
practitioners across the nation.

Unlike the oppressive heat that we experienced
in Alabama, the weather in Chicago was a little
overcast and rainy and in the upper 70’s in the day
and lower 60’s at night. Chicago is truly a beautiful
city tovisit and one filled with an interesting history
along with some remarkable architecture. We were
able to sample the best that Chicago has to offer in
the culinary arena. The “Taste of Chicago” opened
on Friday night in Grant Park and let’s just say
Chicago Pizza is an unrivaled delicacy. The azure
water of Lake Michigan provided an exhilarating
backdrop to view fireworks from the Navy Pier.
This was truly a great opportunity to hear from
some world-renowned public health leaders and
network with servants from around our nation as
we seek to better serve those in our communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent AIPHA
at this meeting. Please call Jackie at 334-295-
1000 or Ricky at 251-947-6206 if you would like
additional information about this meeting.
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ALPHA RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING LEADERS IN PUBLIC HEALTH

Individuals who have demonstrated exceptional
merit were recognized at the Alabama Public Health
Association’s 5b5th Annual Meeting and Health
Education Conference May 13 at the Renaissance
Montgomery Hotel and Spa at the Convention
Center. Awards Chair Viki Brant, Hall of Fame
Committee Chair Ruth Harrell, and Scholarship
Committee Chair Stacey Adams announced the
recipients.

Ross Allen Hudson, social
work director for Public
Health Area 2, was named
recipient of the Frederick S.
Wolf Award, which recognizes
an individual who has been
active in public health at the
local level for more than 10
years. This person selflessly
gives back to the community
and is efficient, dedicated and professional in
delivering public health services.

Ross Allen Hudson

Nominators said, “This year's award winner hit the
ground running when he began working in public
health in 2000. He took a virtually nonexistent
Social Work Case Management program and
advanced it to a solid program.”

His coworkers, area and state peers, and local
staff wrote support letters using descriptive terms
such as dedication, organized, understanding and
problem solving with the ability to find and connect
“niches” in program activities.

“He is a micro and macro thinker — with visions of
not only how things need to be but how they can
be in the future,” supporters stated. Described as
a true leader, he is not afraid to roll up his sleeves
and “jump in” where he is needed. His reputation
is of producing work that is well thought out and
carefully planned. He is viewed as a critical player
in helping build successful relationships with
the communities and other partners. Coworkers
acknowledge that Hudson has enriched their
personal and work lives and feel fortunate for the
opportunity to work with him.

The D. G. Gill Award is presented to an individual
who makes exceptional contributions to benefit
Alabama’s public health. Thisyear’s honor was given
to William Charles Graves, Ed.D., of the Office of
Primary Care and Rural Health. A 28-year veteran
of public health, Graves serves as the manager
and principal contact for Alabama’s participation

in the National Health Service
Corps Program. This program
provides  incentives  and
facilitates placement of health
care workers in the nation’s
neediest communities.

Through his leadership in this

program Dr. Graves has helped
William Charles Graves, £d.D. |locate hundreds of health care
professionals to serve the underserved across
the state. Dr. Graves is responsible for ensuring
each facility meets the rigid requirements set
by the program. He works with hospitals, clinics
and private providers who critically need staff to
support their work with low income and uninsured
residents.

Supporters said, “Having a servant’s attitude
was a motivator in Dr. Gill's career, and therefore
important in this award. In the beginning years of
his career, he encouraged many young people as
a school teacher, and he still serves his church
by picking up youngsters in the community on
Sunday mornings. That spirit of servant-hood and
encouragement has continued and has been seen
as he encourages many students to pursue careers
in the health care field today.”

Janis Pritchett of the Bureau
of Financial Services was
named the 2011 recipient of
the Virginia Kendrick Award.
The Virginia Kendrick Award
Is presented to an individual
who provides notable service
to the people of Alabama
while serving public health in
a supportive role.

Janis Pritchett

Ms. Pritchett has provided notable service in the
complex world of finance during her 25 years of
service to the State of Alabama, including more
than 16 years with the department. She is currently
a grant accountant. She serves as a partner, along
side of program managers for 29 different grant
accounts, assisting those who depend on her for
successful grant management.

One program manager said, “Janis is someone who
gives her all to her job and wouldn’t know how to
do anything less.” Others described her as “very
patient and kind.” She enjoys her time with her
husband and two daughters, of whom she is very

continued on page 5



Leaders, continued from page 4

proud. She also enjoys serving her church with her
beautiful voice, singing solos and ministering in
the church choir.

Wellness Nutritionist Teresa Fair of the Nutrition
and Physical Activity Division was chosen as the
recipient of the Guy M. Tate Award. She has had an
impact on improving the public’s health across the
entire spectrum of life from working with children
in WIC to providing nursing home consultation.

Supporters said, “She has
a very realistic approach to
wellness and as a dietitian is
quick to add that a healthy
lifestyle is much more than
the food one eats. She looks
at the big picture and tries to
help individuals find what they
want to change and how best
to make those changes.”

Teresa Fair

Embracing a culture of healthy choices as her
natural way of life, Ms. Fair’s letters of support
continued as follows: “Whether Teresa is creating
fun ways to get employees up and moving or serving
as a leader in the dietetic association, she always
inspires people to do their best.”

A co-worker wrote, “It is a pleasure to work with a
person whose only desire is to make a difference in
the lives of everyone she comes in contact with.”

The Guy M. Tate Award is given to a public health
employee, group or agency providing outstanding
service or contribution. The recipient of this award
is to have 10 years experience or less in public
health with service promoting and protecting public
health in Alabama which goes beyond the daily job
assignment.

The Ira L. Myers Award for Excellence recognizes
an individual, group or organization that, through
excellence in work, has made a significant impact
on some aspect of public health in Alabama.
Nominees are not required to have a direct
affiliation with or represent any specific discipline,
group or organization. Rather, they should represent
excellence in effort and significant achievement
toward the promotion and protection of public
health.

This year’s recipient is Thomas E. Moody, M.D.,
of Birmingham, who is the only person to have
received both the Ira L. Myers Award for Excellence

and the University of Alabama
School of Medicine's Martha
Myers Role Model of the Year
Award.

Supporters stated that Dr.
Moody’s mission is to assure
that every man in Alabama
is provided an avenue to be

Thomas E. Moody, M.D.  SCreened for prostate cancer,
and he goes the extra mile to do so. Dr. Moody
views what he does as his “mission work” and he
freely uses his abilities and knowledge to help
others. Dr. Moody is described as an amazing man
whose commitment and dedication to fight prostate
cancer in Alabama is unsurpassed. One of his peers
said, “Dr. Moody is a testament to the statement
‘one man can make a difference,’” and he serves as
a role model for all of us.”

Dr. Moody is the recipient of numerous awards
including the Mary Lou Wright Distinguished
Leadership Award presented by U.S. Sen. lJeff
Sessions for his exceptional public service and
dedication in the fight against prostate cancer. The
Martha Myers Role Model of the Year award was
presented to him in 2009 for his travels across the
state raising awareness about prostate cancer.

The Anne M. Smith Public
Health Nurse of the Year Award
is presented to the nurse
who exemplifies the mission
of public health nursing in
Alabama. Connie Morrow, who
has been a public health nurse
at the Talladega County Health
Department for more than 20
years, is described as a “caring
and compassionate nurse who truly believes her
calling in this world is to serve and care for others.”

Connie Morrow

Letters stated, “Connie uses her medical training
to help those in the community who cannot help
themselves. She genuinely loves her patients, and
her love extends to the profession as well. Connie
serves as a preceptor and mentor for nursing
students and as a role model for the new nurses in
the area. She is always ready to help and provides
encouragement to her fellow nurses.”

A peer wrote, “Connie’s actions and attitudes have
certainly influenced me in my nursing practice.
She is the type of nurse | strive to be.”

continued on page 6




Leaders, continued from page 5

Class of 2011 Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame inductees Lem Burell and Michael
Jones were honored for their long-time service to
the association.

Burell has been Public
Health Area 6 Environmental
Director since 1987. Letters
of support stated, “Truly a
man of many talents, his
leadership in his community
is demonstrated by the many
volunteer organizations in
which he is a member.” He is
active in the Lakeview Baptist
Church where he teaches a Sunday School class.
He has been an active member of the Gideons
International since 1985 and has held numerous
positions of leadership throughout his years of
membership. He served as
AIPHA president in 2005-
2006 and was newsletter
editor for many years. He
currently serves on the Board
of Directors of the Alabama
Clean Water Partnership.

Lem Burell

Michael A. Jones was an
employee of the department

Michael A. Jones

AIPHA Board, cont’d from page 3
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for more than 15 years and
has been a staunch supporter
of AIPHA. He now serves as
the State Purchasing Director
at the Alabama Department
of Finance, yet he remains
active in the association. “This §
continued involvement clearly §*
demonstrates his dedication
and commitment to public
health and the association. He is known by fellow
association members as one who worked hard to
increase membership by his caring and attitude.
Also, he is also known as ‘a man who gets things
done.””

Sandra Renee Faust

Scholarships Awarded

The recipient of the Ruth O. Harrell Scholarship to
the Master of Science in Nursing Program at the
University of South Alabama [ z
College of Nursing was Sandra
Renee Faust and winner of the
Ira L. Myers Scholarship to |
the University of Alabama at
Birmingham School of Public [
Health was Sherri L. Davidson,
branch manager of the Analysis
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Epidemiology Division.
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UAB SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH SEEKS YOUR IDEAS

Innovation has been a recurrent theme in these
columns over the last couple of years, precisely
because the future for any robust, vibrant institution
resides in its ability to harness new ideas, relish
creativity, and embrace risk. Writers from Steven
Johnson (“Where Good |deas Come From”), John
Kao (“Innovation Nation”), and Buck Goldstein (“The
Engines of Innovation”) all focus on how innovation
is essential for all institutions to remain relevant here
and across the globe in the fast-paced 21st century.

Innovation is essential to assuring that public
health, both academic and professional, develops
the tools and strategies for the challenges of the
21st century. This month the School started the
build-out of the previously unoccupied fourth floor
of the Lister Hill Library, almost directly across
the street from Ryals. Approximately a fourth of
the space will be dedicated to innovation in an
area called The Edge of Chaos. Here faculty from
the School and other units on campus along with
invited leaders from the community will spend time
together, unencumbered by the daily pressures of
work, to explore and grapple with complex problems
whose solutions will come from a broad spectrum of
disciplines and perspectives.

The Edge of Chaos is an experiment in the truest
sense of the word. New approaches to improving
access to necessary health care services or reducing

violence or understanding how social networks
direct behaviors, for example, will require small
experiments to try out ideas, some of which will
fail while others will prove successful. But, without
the experiment, without the opportunity to “try
something” and make mistakes we will never
discover the novel ideas that will lead to better
health.

When The Edge of Chaos opens next spring a new
platform for discovery will begin at the School.
As plans for the use of the space become clearer,
an active role for the Alabama Public Health
Association will emerge. What this role will look
like depends on how the members of AIPHA want
it to look and function. Creating a model for faculty
on the UAB campus is relatively easy -- folks are
within one or two blocks of The Edge of Chaos;
creating a model for public health professionals
who have many competing responsibilities is more
difficult, but certainly can be accomplished.

How would you want to be engaged by The Edge of
Chaos? What are your ideas? Please let me know
what you are thinking ... your ideas are welcome!
Share your thoughts with me at maxm@uab.edu. |
look forward to hearing from you.

By Max Michael, Dean
UAB School of Public Health

ALPHA HELPS SPONSOR NUMEROUS WORKSHOPS AND OTHER EVENTS

Listed here are recent health
education and training events o

DETECT Training o
AIPHA Annual Educational

Continuous Quality
Employee Training

made possible in part by AIPHA. Conference
July
April June e ACCCC Meeting
e ACCCC Meeting e FITWAY Roundtable e Quality Improvement Team
e FITWAY Training e (QOWH Steering Committee Meeting

e Medical Needs Shelter Training Meeting

e (Choose to Move

e \Volunteer Symposium
May e Cardiovascular Workshop August
e Region IV and VI State e Medical Needs Shelter e NPA Vendor Meeting
Health Officer's Meeting Training e 2011 Women’s Health Update
e |ab Conference e TEAM Academy Phase Il e FITWAY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MAY 10-11

AIPHA will hold its 56th annual health education conference and meeting at the Wynfrey Hotel at the
Riverchase Galleria in Hoover on Thursday and Friday, May 10 and 11, 2012.

The Program Committee has arranged for a block of deluxe rooms at a rate of $109 per night at the
conveniently located hotel. After meeting hours, attendees will have the opportunity to shop at the more

than 200 shops and restaurants at the Galleria.




ALPHA NEW/RENEWAL APPLICATION FORM

Email
(primary communication is achieved electronically)

Name (as appears on payroll)

AIPHA Name (If Different) Work Phone
Agency/Organization Area/County
Agency Mailing Address
Street/PO Box City State Zip
Membership Type Annual Dues
Q Full Time Student $5.00
Q Individual $24.00
Q Corporate $350.00
U New Member U Renewal
PLEASE CHECK HERE! | would like payroll deduction. (ADPH employees only. $2 per month)
Signature
Social Security # - - (SSN needed only for members selecting

payroll deduction.)
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Alabama Public Health Association, Inc.
P.0. Box 990, Montgomery, AL 36101-0990



